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Introduction:  

Where do we stand with God?  There is a lot riding on that question.  Eternity is an amazing concept. We get up by the clock and most of us go to bed by one.  We check to see if we “have time.”   I would say we are prisoners of time.  We say things like, “time will tell” or “time heals all wounds” but when it comes to Eternity, there simply will be “NO time.”  A person’s eternal standing with God is, will always be a concern to humans.  They handle this question in a number of ways:
· There is no God and men are temporal.  When we die we cease to exist. [problem solved]
· There is no God that can be known so we will live for now and take our chances [problem deferred to a later date]
· There is a God but I am a good person so it will be alright [problem solved by my religion and good works]

· There is a God, but I am not a good person so I must try harder and do better [problem solved by my morals]
· There is a God, but I am not a good person so it will not be alright because I cannot meet God’s standard. [Problem solved only by Christ at the Cross]
All of these have to do with a person’s, inner relationship to God.  God has revealed Himself to all men as God.  All men know He exists.  Some suppress that truth with the lies of Atheism.  Some ignore it with the pleasures of this world.  Some seek to deal with it through religion and good works, but God Himself has designed one and only one way for any man or woman to be in right standing with Him.
It is called the Gospel because it is the Good News that God Himself has provided for all men the way back to right standing with Him.   This provision was made at the Cross through the sacrifice of Christ and has been applied to people of all ages through faith.

The Scripture speaks often of the Gospel and its purposes in the world.  But how is the reality of the Gospel message confirmed.  Has God provided a way that we and others can be certain it is true?  Does the preacher’s constant harangue, really give assurance?  TV, magazines and books run non-stop attacks on the credibility of the Bible and even on the authenticity of Christ Himself.  Does our faith rest on doctrine that we have believed or churches that we have joined?  The world thinks it does and is in full out attack mode in that direction.  God says otherwise and has provided the means for confirming our salvation as surely as He has provided that Salvation itself.  Let’s read our Scripture:
2 Peter 1:10-15  10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.  12 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.  13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,  14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.  
This portion of II Peter explains three vital sources of Certainty.
· Fruitfulness supplies Certainty of Our Salvation [10-11]

· Constant reminding supplies Certainty of Our Salvation [12-13]

· God’s Written Word supplies Certainty of Our Salvation [14-15]

Fruitfulness Supplies Certainty of Our Salvation [10-11]
2 Peter 1:10-11  10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you  [to make ….His calling and choosing certain;] for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.    [I re-translated the italics]
Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent:  Peter has already spoken of diligence in this chapter.  The Greek word describes prioritizing and making haste.  In other words, the things that are most important we will be diligent to do first.  Thus, we will make haste to do them rather than put them off.  
A word about importance here.  We may give intellectual assent to the importance of something but our attitude and actions toward that thing will reveal our true priority.  It is what we do that reveals our heart and not our words….even the words we speak to ourselves.  
Ill:  A man may say that his wife and children are the most important thing in life to him, but if he constantly and habitually neglects them for other things [career, entertainment or hobbies] his actions reveal the true priority of the heart.
To make certain about His calling and choosing you:  I think several other translations have captured the meaning of this verse better than the NASB.  
NIV 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall,
KJV 2 Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
ESV 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.
The Greek word translated “To make certain” carries the idea of confirm or “prove its steadfastness.”  The steadfastness of what, we might ask.  What are we going to confirm by making Christlike living a priority in our lives?  It is God’s calling and choosing of His people.  It is just our word against the world’s until we actually are transformed by God.  Doctrine can be denied or rejected as false.  Christlikeness cannot.  
John 13:35  35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Consider the twelve at the Cross.  They all forsook Him and fled.  Peter even cursed and denied Jesus.  They were afraid and powerless.  But consider them after Pentecost.  Bold, and fearless.  Full of Christlikeness.  
Acts 4:13   13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

The Scripture never says that anything you do will produce your Salvation.  BUT, what you do in these areas will confirm the reality of [make sure] what God has given you. In other words, our diligence reveals the true calling and choosing of God in the lives of His Children.  Here are a couple of other verses where the same Greek word is used.  

NAU Hebrews 6:19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,
NAU 2 Corinthians 1:7 and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.
The understanding of this sentence is revealed by what was said before it rather than afterward. 
2 Peter 1:3  His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness,

It starts with this simple fact.  Everything for Salvation and Sanctification have been give to you by God through faith in Christ.  

2 Peter 1:5-7  for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.
Again we say, “God is not describing good works that will bring about Salvation.  He is describing the good works that flow from your Salvation.  They come packaged with your salvation and they confirm or make sure the truth of your salvation.  They come in the form of enabling to live for Christ and are revealed when we make haste and apply every diligence to living for Christ.  If you have trusted Christ for Salvation you can also trust Him for your Christian life.  
So, as we apply effort to being Christ-like the truth of what God has done in His calling and choosing of us is confirmed.  It is confirmed to unbelievers and it produces assurance in our own hearts. 

As long as you practice these things, you will never stumble:  Stumble means to fall or fall into sin.  It can mean to fail.  You know, Peter is speaking to believer here.  Let me show you the ways we know: 
NAU 2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
NAU 2 Peter 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,

NAU 2 Peter 1:9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.
NAU 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you;

So believers can stumble or fall.  We of course already know this.  But not while we are applying ourselves to the Christ-like pattern described by Scripture.  It is when we stop doing that that we fall.  Do fall into the this trap of Satan:  I tried to live for Christ but it did not work.  I stumbled anyway.”  That is the truth imbedded in a lie.  It comes served with the idea that we can do something one time that will keep us from falling.  NO!  As long as we do it…..we will not stumble.  Look at verses 5-7
2 Peter 1:5-7  in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.

As long as we are supplying the moral excellence that God has given us we will not stumble.  [As long as you are telling the truth, you will not lie]

As long as we are adding knowledge of God we will not stumble [As long as we are trying to learn about God we will not become ignorant]

As soon as we stop we stumble.  As soon as we stop persevering we will stumble.  As soon as we cease to bring our desires under control, we will stumble.  
In this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you:  Apparently, believers can become useless, unfruitful, blind, short-sighted, and forgetful.  When they do they stumble.  But, does this mean that they cease to be God’s possession. 
James 3:2  2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.
Proverbs 24:16 for though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again

Psalm 145:14 The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

The point here is that God is going to bring His children to heaven.  The question is, how do you want to get there.  Paul describes those who waste their lives living for the world.  They do not build with what the Spirit has supplied. Instead they live their lives for themselves and not for Christ.  They give little or no consideration to loving God or His other children.  They are not careful how they build.  

1 Corinthians 3:10-15  each one should be careful how he builds.  11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,  13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.
Again the NIV captures the key though here.  It is not just getting in.  It is getting in richly.  It has to do with our reception into heaven. 
NIV 2 Peter 1:11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Do not settle.  Satan wants us to settle for heaven.  Heaven is not the goal!  HEAVEN IS NOT THE GOAL!  Revealing the incredible value and blessedness of Christ is.  That is confirmed and revealed by our Christlike lives.  They are not achieved by our strength but are revealed, and confirmed when we apply all diligence to live them.  God has supplied and enabled.  We are to make haste to live the life of Christ.  
Constant Reminding Supplies Certainty of Our Salvation [12-13]
2 Peter 1:12-13  12 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.  13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,  
I will always be ready to remind you of these things:  Well, we are going to need constant reminding to do this.  I think this means being in and under the Word of God.  If we do not make the hearing and reading of the Word a constant priority we will forget the true nature of the battle we are in.   So these things would be???
· That God has given us everything we need for Life and Godliness

· That God has granted us His promises

· That we have become partakers of the Divine Nature through those promises
· We have also escaped the corruption [death and decay] in the world

You already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you: You now have the truth.  It is not a future truth but a present truth.  It is to be lived in now, if we don’t forget it.  What might make us forget it?
That God is disciplining or disciplining us:

Hebrews 12:4-5  4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;  5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD,

That it is never enough to only hear the Word.  We must also be doers of it: 

James 1:23-25   23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.

That we are sinners who were washed by Christ.  Pursuing Christ’s holiness is the surest proof of our great calling and choosing. 
2 Peter 1:9   9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.
God’s written Word Supplies Certainty of Our Salvation [14-15]
2 Peter 1:15  15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.

Peter was aware that he would not be there to shepherd the flock.  He had given himself fully to loving Christ.  You see this is the prime characteristic of a shepherd.  Peter was not just a preacher, writer or apostle.  He was not important in His own eyes.  He was concerned about feeding, protecting and leading Christ’s flock.  
John 21:15-17  15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.

And there is a lesson for us this morning in Peter’s restoration.  Jesus commands actions that reveal our love for Him.  He is fully aware of our frailty, sin and propensity to stumble, but He still calls us to live righteously in this world.  He will supply the strength and moral transformation to do it.  We will supply our humble willingness to confirm the greatness of His Calling and Choosing of poor sinners like us.  Our obedience reveals the glorious power of God to transform and keep the sinners He saves.  
When Peter says that he was also making haste or applying diligence to see to it that Christians would be able to remember these things, he was referring to the Written Word of God that he and the other apostles were recording for our benefit.  Through the Scripture God has revealed the Glory and Beauty of Christ for 2000 years now.  Through its preaching the Gospel of God’s Calling and Choosing has been clearly portrayed.   
John 14:24-26   24 "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.  25 "These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you.  26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

Luke 24:6-8  6 "He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee,  7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again."  8 And they remembered His words,

Today God the Spirit has written the Word of God, The Bible that we might know and remember the things that God has reminded us of.  
1 Corinthians 2:10-13  the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

If you have trusted in Christ’s work on the Cross for your salvation, God is calling you to reveal that reality by living for Him.  This means a transformed life.  Darkness replaced by light.  Dishonesty swept away by truth.  Anger replaced with love and hostility with mercy and kindness.  This is who Christ is.  We are not yet transformed into the image of Christ.  We need help.  We get discouraged and we fail at our Christian life.  That is why we have to come to this place every day.  We need to remember.  

Remember that Christ died for you precisely because you could not live for God. 

Remember that you were taken in by Christ because He loved you and called you.  
Luke 5:32  32 "I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."

Remember that when He called you He supplied you with Eternal life and the means to godliness.

Remember that when you seek to live like Christ you are living His life in His Strength.

Luke 22:14-20  14 When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him.  15 And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;  16 for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God."  17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, "Take this and share it among yourselves;  18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes."  19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
How will we redeemed sinners ever live for Christ?  We will do it by not forgetting Christ and the Cross.  We will not forget that He is Glorious.  Live for Christ because of this.  He is worthy to be preached, believed on and worshiped.  Our transformed lives are part of His plan to make Himself Glorious in all Creation.  
Sing:  O Jesus I have Promised
Serve the Bread and Cup

Sing:  Lamb of Glory
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